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B#Äa ”¸UP®
CUPmkøµ \©Põ» uªÌ GÊzuõÍº ÷\õ. uº©Ûß ¦vÚ[PÎÀ ]zu›UP¨£mkÒÍ |õmk¨¦Óz 

öu´Á[PøÍ Bµõ´QßÓx. |õmk¨¦Óz öu´Á® Gß£x öÁÖ® ö£õ¸Ò AÀ»õ©À ©Ûu 

C¸zu¼ß SÔ±mk öÁÎ¨£õhõS® GßÓ Ai¨£øh°À CÆÁõ´Ä Aø©QßÓx. C\UQ¯®©õÒ 

(öPõø»²sh AÀ»x uØöPõø» ö\´xöPõsh ö£sPÎß öu´Á®), ÷£õzv¯®©ß (©õÚ® PõUP 

E°º }zu PßÛ°ß öu´Á®), ÷Põ©v¯®©õÒ (]Á&Âèq IUQ¯zvß Aøh¯õÍ®) ÷£õßÓ ö£s 

öu´Á[PÐ®, ]zuß (]zuº ©µø£U SÔUS® öu´Á®), EÎUP¸¨£ß (|kPÀ ÁÈ£õmiß öu´Á®) 

÷£õßÓ Bs öu´Á[PÐ® Â›ÁõP Bµõ¯¨£mkÒÍÚ. CzvµõÂh öu´Á[PÒ ö£¸®£õ¾® 

ö£s öu´Á[PÍõP÷Á Põn¨£kÁøu²®, CøÁ uªÇP Qµõª¯ £s£õmiß öÁÎ¨£õkPÍõP 

ÂÍ[SÁøu²® CÆÁõ´Ä SÔ¨¤kQßÓx. ÷\õ. uº©ß u©x ¦vÚ[PÎÀ CÆÁøP |õmk¨¦Ó 

ÁÈ£õmk •øÓPøÍ Áµ»õØÖ ©ØÖ® \‰PÂ¯À ÷|õUQÀ £vÄ ö\´xÒÍõº Gß£x CÆÁõ´Âß 

•iÁõS®.

SÔa ö\õØPÒ: |õmk¨¦Óz öu´Á[PÒ, ö£s öu´Á ÁÈ£õk, vµõÂh ©µ¦, Qµõª¯ £s£õk, 

\©Põ» uªÌ C»UQ¯®, •ß÷Úõº ÁÈ£õk

Abstract
 This research article examines the representation of folk deities in the novels of contemporary Tamil writer 
Cho. Dharman. The study argues that folk deities are not mere objects but symbolic expressions of human 
existence, encompassing various elements such as form, mythological narratives, songs, rituals, worship 
practices, celebratory events, aesthetic expressions, and customs. The paper analyzes several significant 
folk deities portrayed in Cho. Dharman’s works, including female deities like Isakiyammal (associated with 
women who died violently or by suicide), Pothiyammal (a deity born from protecting honor against feudal 
oppression), Gomatiyammal (representing the fusion of Shiva and Vishnu), and male figures like Sitthan 
(representing the Siddhar tradition) and Ulik Karuppan (a memorial deity for those who died violently). The 
study concludes that these Dravidian deities, predominantly female, reflect the folk life and cultural practices 
of Tamil rural communities, serving as deified ancestors who continue to influence contemporary social life.
Keywords: Folk Deities, Tamil Literature, Cho. Dharman, Female Deities, Tamil Culture, Dravidian 
Traditions, Rural Folklore, Memorial Worship, Ancestor Veneration, Contemporary Tamil Fiction
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•ßÝøµ

 |õmk¨¦Óz öu´Á® Gß£x J¸ ö£õ¸Ò CÀø» Ax ©Ûu C¸zu¼ß SÔ±mk 

öÁÎ¨£õhõS®. |õmk¦Óz öu´Ázvß CøÇPÍõÚ E¸Á®, öuõß©U Pøu Pøu¨  

£õhÀ, {PÌzxuÀ ÁÈ¨£õmka \h[S •øÓPÒ, PÎ¨¦ {PÌÄPÒ AÇQ¯À 
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 SÓÍÝ®, TÚÝ® PõuÀ ö\´²® \õm]ø¯U SÔ¨¤k® ÷£õx ÷PõÂø»¨ £ØÔ 

J¸ ]» SÔ¨ø£ P¼z öuõøP (P¼. 29) u¸QÓx. AP|õÞØÖ¨ £õh¼À (AP® 307) 

PhÄÎß ÁiÁ® KÂ¯©õP Áøµ¯¨£mi¸¢ux. SÔUP¨£mi¸UQÓx \[P Põ» 

©UPÒ £» öu´Áz öuõSv°À |®¤UøP Eøh¯Áº. Czöu´Á[PøÍÁ Án[Q¯ 

©UPÎß £s¦PÐUS® Czöu´Á[PÐUS® öuõhº¦ Esk C¯ØøP £µ¨ø£ C¯UQ 

BmöPõÒÐ® uÛ ÁÈø¯ ÷|õUQ u[PÒ ÁÈ¨£õkPøÍ BØÔ Á¢uÚº.

 ]Ö öu´Á[PÒ ªP¨£øÇ¯ |®¤UøPPøÍ²® EnºÄPøÍ²® ÷£o 

{Ø£øÁ¯õS® Ca]Ö öu´Á[PÐUS¨ §ø\ ö\´ÁuØS ¤µõ©nº PÀ»õ÷uõº 

§\õ›PÍõP C¸¨£º. ö£¸®£õ¾® CU÷Põ°ÀPÎÀ Cµzu¨ £¼°kuÀ |øh¨ö£Ö®. 

CU÷Põ°À v¸ÂÇõUPÎÀ \õª¯õmh® C¸US® ÷©ØPsh ]Ö öu´Á ÁÈ£õmk 

•øÓPøÍ ÷\õ. uº©ß AÁõUÒ u©x ¦vÚ[PÎÀ Â›ÁõP £vÄ ö\´xÒÍõº.

 ö£s öu´Á ÁÈ£õk ªP¨ £Çø©¯õÚx £søh¯z uªÌ C»UQ¯[PÒ 

•v÷¯õß, £øÇ÷¯õß SÔ¨¤mkÒÍÚ. ÷\õ. uº©ß AÁºPÒ uõ® ÁõÊ® £SvPÎÀ 

EÒÍ ö£s öu´Á[PøÍ¨ £ØÔ u©x |õÁÀPÎÀ Gkzv¯®¦QßÓõº. CÁº 
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C\UQ¯®©õÒ

 C\UQø¯ C¯UQ Gß£º ¯m] GßÓ Áh ö\õÀ¼ß v›¦ \õzuÚõ›ß Cµsk 

£o¯õÍºPÎÀ J¸Áº GßÖ® TÖÁº. øÁ¯õ¦›¨¤ÒøÍ°ß APµõv°À C\UQ  

GßÓõÀ xºUPõ ÷£u®, ¯m\¨¤ÒøÍ°ß APµõv°À C\UQ GßÓõÀ xºUPõ ÷£u®, 

¯m\¨ ö£s, uº©÷uÁøu GßÓõ¾® CßÖ AøÚÁµõ¾® Án[P¨£kQÓõÒ 

öPõø»²sh ö£sPÒ AÀ»x uØöPõø» ¦›¢x öPõsh ö£sPÒ C\UQ BQßÓÚº.

 C\UQ¯®©ß ÷PõÂÀPÒ uªÌ|õmiÀ £» Ch[PÎÀ EÒÍx. £ÇÅº 

PßÛ¯õS©› \õø»°À P¸[SÍ® EÒÍx. C[S® C\UQ¯®©ÝUS ÷PõÂÀ Esk 

|õPº÷PõÂÀ v¸ÁÚ¢u¦µ® \õø»°À £õºÁv¦µzvÀ C¢u A®©ÝUS ÷Põ°À 

EÒÍx. J¸ Põ»zvÀ ¦ßøÚ ©µUPõk CuøÚ¨ £g\ÁUPõk GßÖ® AøÇzuÚº. 

C¢u |kUPõmiÀ C\UQ C¸¢uuõÀ |kUPõmiÀ C\UQ GÚ AøÇUP¨£mhõÒ. 

S©› ©õÁmhzvÀ £¸zvÁõøÍ GßÓ Qµõ©® EÒÍx. C[S Sø» ÁõøÇ C\UQ  

A®©ÝUS ÷Põ°À EÒÍx A÷u ÷£õßÖ ÷©»[÷Põmi¾® C\UQ¯®©ÝUS ÷Põ°À 

Esk.

 ö£s öu´Á[PøÍU PßÛ GßÖ® •v¯ÁÒ GßÖ® TÖÁx ©µ¦. “P¸uÔ¯ 

Ph»õøh E»S £».... P¸¨£©õ´ ö£ØÓ PßÛ” GÚ ©ø»©Pß Pøu¨£õhÀ. PßÛ 
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GÝ® ö£s öu´Ázøu²® C¢u A®©ß ÃØÔ¸US® ÷PõÂÀ £ØÔ²® ÷PõÂ¼À 
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•ßÚõÀ w£® G›¢x öPõsi¸¢ux. ÷µõmiÀ ö\À¾® ö£¸®£õ»õÚ ÁõPÚ 
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CvÀ ÷£´PÒ C\UQ¯®©øÚU Psk Ag_® Gß£øu²® ÷Põ°À QnØÔÀ \õv 

÷£u©ØÖ ¯õº ÷Ásk©õÚõ¾® SÎUP»õ® GßÖ® C\UQ®©ÝUS EP¢u ©»º ö\

ÀÁµõo GßÖ® SÔ¨¤hUPõn»õ®.

 C\UQ¯®©ß ÷Põ°¼À {øÓ¯ ÷£º SÎzxU öPõsi¸¢uõºPÒ. ö\ÀÁµÎ¨  

§UPÒ ~o¨£õÀ §zx ö\õ›¢v¸¢uÚ. _”» BkPÒ ÷Põ°ø»a _ØÔz v›¢uÚ.  

áhõ•i ö£s ÷Põ°¾US •ß \®©nªmk EmPõº¢v¸¢uõº. Gß£v¾® C\UQ¯®©ß 

ÃØÔ¸US® ÷Põ°À Pmh¨£kQÓx. £À÷ÁÖ E°›Ú[PÐUS BuµøÁ |ÀS£ÁÒ 

C\UQ¯®©ß.

 Ash[PõUøPPÒ Tmh® C\UQ¯®©ß ÷Põ°À ÷Á¨£©µzv¾®, Aµ\ ©µzv¾® 

Aøh¢x Qh¢uÚ. SÎº¢u uspº ö£¸S® BµÎa ö\i¨ £v¯zvØS Akzu 

ChzvÀ ÷©ö»À»õ® \Pv÷¯õk ¦µsk öPõsi¸¢uÚ HöÇmk¨ £ßÔPÒ C¸¢uÚ. 

ChUQ¯®©ß ÷Põ°ø»a _ØÔ²ÒÍ ©µ[PÎÀ PõUøPPÐ® ÷Põ°¼À EÒÍ AµÎa 

ö\i {Ç¼À £ßÔPÐ® C¸¨£øu B]›¯º SÔ¨¤mkÒÍõº.

÷£õzv¯®©ß

 Gmøh¯¦µ® ©PõµõáõUPÒ ©›¯õøuUS E›¯ÁºPÒ ö|Àø»U öPõmi¯ÍUS® 

÷£õx HÊUS ¤ÓS Gmk GßÖ ö\õÀ»õ©À “©Põµõáõ” GßÖ uõß C[SÒÍ ©UPÒ 

GsqÁõºPÒ. AÆÁÍÄ £¯® P»¢u ©›¯õøu AÁ›h® µõáõ ÷Ámøh¨ ¤›¯º J¸ 

•øÓ ÷ÁmøhUS¨ ÷£õS® ÷£õx 13 Á¯x CÍ® ö£søn¨ £õºzx Bø\ öPõsk 

AÁøÍ Aøh¯ Gso BÒ AÝ¨¤Úõº. AÁÍx ö£Ø÷Óõº £¯¢x ö£sønz uµ 

Â¸¨£ªÀø». ÃmkUS öÁÎ÷¯ SÈø¯z ÷uõsi¨ ¦øuzuÚº. Cµ÷Áõk CµÁõP 

RÇU PøµUS¨ ÷£õ´ÂmhÚº. SØÓ EnºÄ uõ[Põ©À «sk® Á¢x ©s¯zøu Pmi 

ÁÈ£mhÚº. S®£õ¤÷åP® |hzvU S®¤mhÚº. Cx÷Á ÷£õzv¯®©Ûß ÷uõØÓU 

Pøu. ÷©ØPsh Pøuø¯ ÷\õ. uº©ß AÁºPÐ® Â›ÁõPa _mkQßÓÚº. u[P 

B£µn® ö\´²® ö£õØöPõÀ»º J¸Á›ß Sk®£zøu¨ ö£õsnõÚ ÷£õzv¯®©õÒ 

«x Gmh¯¦µ® á«ß Bø\¨£kQÓõß. CuØS Ehß£hõu ö£õØöPõÀ»º Sk®£zuõº 

á«øÚ £øPzxU öPõsk CÛ ÁõÇ•i¯õx ©õÚ® CÇ¢x® ÁõÇ •i¯õx. 

AuÚõÀ ÷£õzv¯®©øÚ ÃmiØSÒ÷Í÷¯ SÈ ÷uõsi¨ ¦øuzx Âmk Føµ Âm÷h 

öÁÎ÷¯ÖQÓõºPÒ CÁß ¤ßÚõÎÀ ÷£õzv¯®©õÍõP ÁÈ¨£mhõÒ.

 á«ßuõ›ß EzuµÄ¨£i ÷£õzv¯®©õÒ Aµs©øÚUS AøÇzxÁµ¨£h ÷Ásk® 

Gß£øu²® JkUP¨£mh ö£sPÒ BvUP {ø»°¾Ò÷ÍõµõÒ £¼¯õUP¨£kÁøu²® 

 “÷£õzv¯®©õÒ SÎzx •izx DµU T¢uÀ ¦mh® öuõh Áõ\¼À {ßÖ  
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 ©õÚ® PõUP uß ©PøÍ÷¯ öPõßÖ ¦øuzuÚº. ö£õØöPõÀ»º Sk®£zvÚº 

uß©õÚ® Põzu A¢u PßÛø¯ PhÄÍõP ÁÈ¨£kÁøu “ÃmkUSÒ÷Í÷¯ {»Áøµ 

÷uõsi ÷£õzv¯®©õøÍ EÒ÷Í CÓUQ ‰iÂmk uß ¤ÒøÍ SmiPÐhß 
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Põzu ö£¸ø©.... ÷£õzv¯®©õÒ ö£õØöPõÀ»ºPÒ S» öu´Á©õQ CßÖ AßÓõh® 
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ÁÈ¨£h¨£kQÓx” GßÓ TØÔÀ PõmkQÓõº B]›¯º.

÷Põ©v¯®©õÒ

 ]Áö£¸©õß Eø©¯ÁøÍ¨ £õºzx £õºÁv uÁª¸¢x Gß Ch£õPzøu¨ 

ö£ØÓ }, ]ÁÝ® \Uv²® Jß÷Ó GßÓ uzxÁzøu E»QØS EnºzvÚõ´ A÷u ÷£õÀ 

í›²® |õÝ® Jß÷Ó GßÓ uzxÁzøu E»QØS Enºzvh ÷Ási } «sk® 

uÁ® ÷©ØöPõÒÁõ¯õP öußvø\ ÷©Ä® ¦ßøÚ ÁÚ® GßÝ® |»h» ÁÚ® 

ö\¯À¯õ® A[÷P Enºzx÷Áõ® GßÖ Aß¦ PmhøÍ°kQÓõº. BQ»õsh÷Põi 

¤µ©õsh |õ¯Pß Chx £UPzv÷» |õµõ¯nøÚU öPõsk \[Pµ |õµõ¯nÚÚõPU 

Põm]¯Îzuõº. A®¤øPUS Bm]¯Îzuõº Biz uÁª¸¢u AßøÚ £µõ\Uv Ps 

ÂÈzx \[Pµ |õµõ¯nÛß v¸U÷Põ»® PshõÒ. “\[P›” C¢u¨ ¦ßøÚ ÁÚzvÀ 

¦Ûu® Aøh¢ux. C¢uU PºUPhP ©õuzvÀ uÁª¸¢u EßÚõÀ Czu»zvØS  

÷Põ©v GßÓ |õ©® ÁÇ[Pmk® GßÖ ö\õßÚõº \[Pµß.... ¦ßøÚ ÁÚzvÀ  

]ÁÝ®, ÂèqÄ® \[Pµ |õµõ¯nµõPÄ® ]Áß \[Pµ¼[P¨ ö£¸©õÚõPÄ®, £õºÁv 

÷Põ©v¯õPÄ® GÊ¢u¸Î PÎ²PzvÀ |©US¨ ÷£µ¸Ò ¦›QßÓÚº”.

 ÷Põ©v¯®©ß ÁÈ¨£õmhõÀ £À¼, §µõß ÷£õßÓ E¸Á ö£õ®ø©PøÍ  

PõoUøP¯õP ö\¾zx® •øÓ |øh•øÓ°À EÒÍøu²® C¢u A®©øÚ |®¤÷Úõº  

øPÂh¨£h©õmhõºPÒ Gß£øu²® SÔ¨¤kQßÓõº. ÷\õ. uº©ß AÁºPÒ ©øhU 

Sk®£ß |h¢x Á¸® ÷£õx Psnõi Â›¯ß £õ®¦ öuß£h J¸ ¡¼øÇ°À 

£õ®¤hª¸¢x u¨¤UQÓõß CuØS Põµn® \[Pµß ÷Põ°À ÷Põ©v AßøÚ÷¯ 

GßÖ® ußøÚU Põ¨£õØÔ¯ ÷Põ©v A®©ÝUS ÷|ºzvUPhß ö\¾zxÁöuÚ •iÄ 

ö\´QÓõß ©øhU Sk®£ß CuøÚ “… A¢u \[Pµß ÷Põ°À ÷Põ©v Bzuõ uõß 

GßøÚU Põ¨£õzuÚx ÷£õÚ Á¸\® Biz uÁuØS ÷£õP» Bzuõ Aia] Põmihõ, 

C¢u Á¸\® ÷£õ° E¸Á® Áõ[Q¨ ÷£õÝ® ÷|z÷u ÷|ªUP® ÷£õmhõa_” GßÓ 

TØÔÀ Põn»õ®.

]zuß

 C¢v¯ Áµ»õØÔÀ ]zuº ©µ¦ ©Põ¯Úzøuz öuõhº¢x E¸ÁõÚ uõ¢v›P 

ö£õÍUPzv¼¸¢x E¸ÁõÚx Ax Áäµõ¯Ú® GßÖ® Aø©UP¨£mhx. Q.¤. 6 B®  

¡ØÓõskUS¨ ¤ÓS 84 ]zuºPÒ ©µ¦ E¸ÁõÚx. µõS» \õ[Q¸zv¯ß 84  

]zuºPøÍ¨ £mi¯¼mkÒÍõº uªÇPzvÀ 18 ]zuºPÒ GßÖ ©µ÷£ ÷£n¨£mhx 

Áäµ©õÚ ]zuºPÎß AÔÄ® BØÓ¾® \‰PzvØS £¯ß£hU Ti¯uõP Aø©¢ux 
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 ^ÛU QÇÁß “öuØPu©À |h¢uÁß Ci¢x QhUS® ]zuß ÷Põ°À •ßÚõÀ 

Á¢x {ßÓõß ÷Põ°¼ß £õva_ÁºPÒ Ci¢x® _ÁºPÎß «x ö\iPÒ •øÍzx® ]
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......................
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