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B#Äa ”¸UP®
\[P Põ»zvÀ Aµ\Ûß Bønø¯a ö\¯À£kzxÁuØS¨ £» AvPõ›PÒ C¸¢ux ÷£õÀ Aø©a\ºPÐ® 

C¸¢uÚº. CÁºPÎß £o Aµ\ÝUS Bm]•øÓ°À HØ£k® I¯[PÐUS B÷»õ\øÚ ÁÇ[Su»õS®. 

Aµ\ß ö|Ô uÁÔ |hUS® ̀ ÇÀ E¸ÁõS® ö£õÊx AÁøÚz v¸zu ÷Ási¯ÁºPÍõPÄ® C¸¢uÚº. 

Aµ]¯»ø©¨¤À Aµ\ÝUS Akzu AvPõµ[PøÍ¨ ö£ØÓÁºPÍõP Aø©a\ºPÒ vPÌ¢uÚº. Aµ\øÁ¨ 

¦»ÁºPÐ®, AÔÄ \õº¢u uÍ[PÎÀ AÓ[PøÍ Á¼²Özu •¯ßÓ ö£õx{ø»¨ ¦»ÁºPÐ® \[P 

C»UQ¯® •ÊÁx® £¯n¨£kQßÓÚº. C¨¦»ÁºPÎß ¦PÌa]²®, £Èaö\õÀ¾÷©BÒ÷Áõ›ß 

|À»õm]US AÓÁÈø¯U Põmi²ÒÍÚ. CÆÁõÖ uªÇP {»öÁÎ°À Bm]ö\¾zv¯ \[PPõ»  

Aµ\ºPÐ®, AUPõ» Si©UPÐ®, AÔÁõº¢u \õß÷ÓõºPÐ®, u©x £õhÀvÓzuõÀ Áµ»õØÔß 

{PÌÄPøÍz öuõSzuÎzu ]Ó¢u ¦»ÁºPÐ®, Aµ\øÁ ©ØÖ® ÷£õº\õº¢u BÐø©PÎÀ 

u©x ö£¯›øÚ {ø»{Özv¯ÁºPÐ®, |õk ©ØÖ® Aµ\ø©¨÷£õk öuõhº¦øh¯ £À÷ÁÖ 

©õ¢uºPÐ® Pøh¤iUP ÷Ási¯ Aµ]¯À Aø©¨¦ \[P C»UQ¯[PÎÀ B[Põ[÷P 

¦»ÁºPÍõÀ ö|Ô•øÓPÍõP Á¼²Özu¨£mkÒÍÚ. CUP¸zxUPøÍ Ai¨£øh¯õPU öPõsk 

GmkzöuõøP ¡ÀPÎÀ Ch®ö£ØÖÒÍ Aµ]¯À Aø©¨¦PøÍ Bµõ#¢x Gkzxøµ¨£uõP 

CÆB#ÄUPmkøµ Aø©QßÓx.

•UQ¯a öŒõØPÒ: \[P Põ»®, GmkzöuõøP, ö|Ô¨£kzv¯ Bm], Aµ]¯À Aø©¨¦, Aµ\øÁ¨ 

¦»ÁºPÒ

Abstract
 During the Sangam period, just as there were various officials to implement the king’s orders, there were 
also ministers. Their primary duty was to advise the king on governance matters and provide guidance 
in situations of uncertainty. When the king deviated from righteous governance, it was the ministers’ 
responsibility to correct him. In the political structure, ministers held the highest authority next to the king. 
Court poets and scholars in the Sangam period played a crucial role in emphasizing ethical governance. 
Their praises and proverbial sayings served as moral guidelines for rulers to ensure good governance. In 
this way, the Sangam-era kings who ruled over Tamil lands, the citizens of that time, wise intellectuals, poets 
who documented historical events through their literary works, and influential figures in royal courts and 
warfare all contributed to shaping the political framework. The political principles that various individuals 
were expected to adhere to in governance have been highlighted in different places within Sangam literature 
through the works of poets. This research paper aims to analyze and explain the political structures reflected 
in the Ettuthokai literary collection, based on these insights.
Keywords: Sangam-era, Ettuthokai, Ethical Governance, Political Structure, Court Poets



2 £UP®

©»º 4                   CuÌ 3                    ¤¨µÁ› 2025

uªÌ £s£õk ©ØÖ® C»UQ¯ B#ÂuÌ

Aµ]¯À ö\õÀ¾¸ÁõUP®

 C¢v¯õÂÀ Aµ]¯À GÚ¨£kÁøu µõá uº©® GßÖ ÁÇ[QÚº. öuõßø©¯õÚ 

ìª¸vPÒ Põ»zv÷»÷¯ Caö\õÀ ÁÇUPzvØS Á¢xÂmhx.1 B[Q»® Aµ]¯ø» 

£õ¼iUì (Polititcs) GßÖ ÁÇ[SQÓx. Caö\õÀ öuõhUPzvÀ Q÷µUPzvÀ |Pµ Aµø\U 

(City State) SÔzux. ¤ØPõ»zvÀ Aµ_ & Aµ\õ[P® ÷£õßÓ AøÚzx¨ ö£õ¸mPøÍ¨ 

£ØÔ²® SÔUS® ÁøP°À J¸ £µ¢u ö£õ¸Ðøh¯ ö\õÀ»õQÂmhx.2

APµõv TÖ® Aµ]¯À ÂÍUP®

 Aµ]¯À Gß£uØS “Cµõ\›P •øÓ”, “Bm] ö\#²® •øÓ”, “Aµ\õm]”, 

“Aµ\}v”, “AvPõµzøuU SÔøÁzxa ö\¯À£k® ÷£õUS”, “Bm] AvPõµ® £ØÔ¯ 

÷Põm£õkPÐ® |øh•øÓPÐ®”, “Aµ\õÐ® •øÓ”, “|õk JßÔøÚ Bm] ¦›¢vk® 

•øÓ” “Bm] ¦›Áx £ØÔ¯ £À÷ÁÖ Pm]PÎß öPõÒøPPÒ ©ØÖ® |øh•øÓPÒ” 

“AvPõµzøu¨ £¯ß£kzxuÀ”, “wº©õÚ® GkzuÀ”, “uSv²øh÷¯õº ö\¯ÀuPøÁ¨ 

£[Rk ö\#uÀ”, ‘Bm] öuõhº£õÚ wº©õÚ[PøÍa ö\#uÀ’, “©UPm \•uõ¯©õQ¯ 

Aµ_ GßÓ \•uõ¯ Aø©¨¤ß ö£õxz ußø©ø¯¨ £ØÔ¯ ö\#vz vµÒ’, “©Ûu 

\•uõ¯zvøÚ¨ ÷£q® •øÓ÷¯ Aµ\õm]”, “Aµ\õm]°ß £s¤øÚ C¯®¦Áx 

Aµ]¯À3 GßÖ APµõvPÐ®, ÁõÌÂ¯Ø PÍg]¯•® ö£õ¸Î¯®¦QßÓÚ.

Aµ]¯À AÔbºPÎß ÂÍUP®

 ÷©¾®, BÒQßÓ Aµ\ \Uv²® BÍ¨£kQßÓ ¤µáõ \Uv²® \õ_Áu©õÚøÁ. 

CÁØÔß »m\n[PÒ {¯©[PÒ, Phø©PÒ •u¼¯øÁPÐ® \õPÁu©õÚøÁ. 

CÁØÔÀ ©õØÓ[PÒ HØ£kÁuØS HxªÀø». CøÁPøÍ¨ £ØÔ¨ ö£õxÁõÚ 

•øÓ°À TÖÁxuõß Aµ]¯À \õìvµ®4 Gß£õº S¸\õª.

 “A]¯À Gv›PøÍ AhUQ JkUQ {ø»¯õÚ Gv›PÍõP øÁzv¸¨£x ]Ó¢u 

Aµ]¯À AÔÁõPõx. AÁºPøÍ |s£ºPÍõPa ö\#xöPõsk |õmk ©UPÎß 

ÁõÌøÁ÷¯ ]Ó¢u SÔU÷PõÍõPU öPõsk Bm] ¦›Áxuõß Aµ]¯»õS®” GßQÓõº 

\õª. ]u®£µÚõº. “©snõø\, ö£õßÚõø\, ¦PÇõø\ uÂµ ÷ÁÔÀø»,” “Aµ]¯À 

Gß£x RÌzuµ©õÚ Pø». CuÚõÀ ÷£õ¼z xÓÂPÐ® ¤µõ©nºPÐ® ¤øÇ¨¦ 

|hzxQßÓÚº” Aµ]¯À GßÓ ö\õÀ ö£õxÁõP Fº, |Pº, ©õ{»®, |õk, E»P® 

BQ¯ÁØÔß ¤µa\øÚ £ØÔ¯ AÔÂ¯À” GßÖ®, “£s¤À ªSv²® ö£õ¸Î¯À 

ußø©²® öPõsh Aµ\õ[Pzvß |h¨¦¨ ¤µa\øÚPøÍU SÔUS®” GßÖ® A¨xÀ 

µS©õß GkzxøµUQÓõº. ÷©¾® AÁº TÖ®÷£õx. “Aµ]¯ø» Aºzu \õìvµ® GßÖ 

ÁÇ[P»õ°Úº. Aºzu \õìvµ® Gß£x {»zøu AøhÁuØS® Põ¨£uØS® E›¯ 

•øÓPøÍU TÖÁx4 GßQÓõº.

Œ‰P ÁõÌÂ¯À 

 \[P Põ»z uªÇP® ©ßÚµõm]°ß RÌ ö\¯À£mhx. Bm] ¦›÷Áõº SÖ{» 

©ßÚºPÒ. ÷Á¢uº GÚ Cµsk ÁøP¯õP AøÇUP¨£mhÚº. SÔg], •Àø», 

ö|#uÀ, £õø» BQ¯ |õßS {»¨ £SvPÎ¾® ÁõÌ¢u SÓÁº, B¯º, £µÁº, ©ÓÁº 

BQ¯ ©UPm ¤›ÂÚº uzu©UöPÚ _÷¯aø\¯õÚ BÐ÷ÁõøµU öPõsi¸¢uÚº. 

CÁºPøÍ÷¯ SÖ{» ©ßÚºPÒ GßÖ \[P C»UQ¯[PÒ SÔ¨¤k®. SÖ{» 
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©ßÚºPÐUS® AÁºPÍõÀ BÍ¨£k® ©UPÐUSªøh÷¯ BÇ©õÚ ÷ÁÖ£õkPÒ 

{»ÁÂÀø». ©¸u{» AÀ»x ö|#uÀ {» |Pº JßÔøÚ ø©¯©õPU öPõsk 

£µ¢u {»¨£Svø¯ Bm] ¦›¢uÁºPÒ ÷Á¢uº GÚ¨£mhÚº. ÷\µº, ÷\õÇº, £õsi¯º 

GÚ ‰ßÖ ÷Á¢uºPÒ ©mk÷© ö£¸{»¨ £Svø¯ BshÚº. Áõ#¨¦ ÷|›k® ÷£õx 

SÖ{» ©ßÚºPÎß {»¨ £Svø¯²® u[PÐhß CønzxU öPõshÚº.

 ‰÷Á¢uºPÐUS xøn¦›¯ 1. Aø©a\º, 2. ¦÷µõQuº, 3. ÷\Úõv£v, 4. yuº,  

5. JØÓº Gß÷£õøµU öPõsh I®ö£¸[SÊÄ®, 1. Pµnz uø»Áº, 2. P¸©Põµº,  

3. PÚPa_ØÓ®, 4. Pøh Põ¨£õÍº, 5. |Pµ©õ¢uº, 6. £øhz uø»Áº, 7. ¯õøÚ Ãµº, 

8. CÄÎ©ÓÁº Gß÷£õøµU öPõsh Gs÷£µõ¯® GßÓ Aø©¨¦® C¸¢uÚ. B°Ý® 

CÆÂ¸ Aø©¨¦PÐ® ©ßÚøÚU Pmk£kzx® ußø©¯Ú AÀ». SÖ{» ©ßÚµ;PÒ 

Bsh £Sv PÎÀ ö£õv°À ©ßÓ® GßÓ Aø©¨¦PÒ ö\¯À£mhÚ.

Aµ\õ[Pzvß A[P[PÒ

 Aµ\õ[P©õÚx ö\¯Ø£kÁuØöPßÖ A[P[PÒ ö£ØÔ¸UQßÓx. AÁØøÓU 

RÌUPõq©õÖ öPÍiÀ¼¯º TÖQÓõº. “\õª (Aµ\ß), A©ºu¯õ (Aø©a\º), áÚ¨u® 

(|õmk ©UPÒ), xºUP (Aµs), ÷Põ\® (P¸Å»®), ush® (£øh), ªzµ (|m¦) GÚ HÊ 

A[P[PøÍ Eøh¯x Aµ\õ[P®” GßQÓõº. “£øh, Si, TÌ, Aø©a_, |m¦, Aµs 

BQ¯ÁØøÓU öPõshÁß Aµ\¸Ò ][P® ÷£õßÓÁß” GßQÓõº v¸ÁÒÐÁº. 

“÷£õº ÃµºPÒ, EÍÁõÎPÒ, µP]¯ JØÓºPÒ ¯õÁ¸® Aµ_ •øÓ°ß ysPÍõP 

ÂÍ[QÚõº5 GÚ Aµ\õ[P A[P[PÒ £ØÔ¯ SÔ¨¦z u¸QÓõµ; i.i.÷Põ\õ®¤.

Aµ\Ûß Phø©

 IÁøP¨£mh Aµ\º £UP•® GßÖ öuõÀPõ¨¤¯® Aµ\ÝUS›¯ I¢x 

öuõÈÀPøÍU SÔ¨¤kQÓx. IÁøPz öuõÈÀPÍõÁÚ KuÀ ÷ÁmhÀ DmhÀ, 

£øh ÁÇ[PÀ. Si÷¯õ®£À BQ¯ÚÁõS® GßÖ öuõÀPõ¨¤¯ Eøµ¯õ]›¯ºPÒ 

TÖQßÓÚº.

y[Põø© PÀÂ xoÄøhø© C®‰ßÖ®

}[Põ {»ß BÒ £ÁºUS6

GßÖ v¸ÁÒÐÁº Aµ\Ûß Phø© SÔzxU TÖQÓõº. ÷©¾® AÁº, CøÓ©õm]z 

öuõh[Q CkUPs AÈ¯õø© Áøµ EÒÍ C¸£zøu¢x AvPõµ[PÎÀ Aµ\ß 

SÔzx ÂÁ›UQÓõº. Aµ\ß SØÓ® SøÓöPõsk C¸¨£õÚõQÀ §ª²® AÆÁõ÷Ó 

C¸US® GÚ ©o÷©Pø» Aµ\ÝUS Ga\›UøP ÂkUS® öuõÛ°À TÖQÓx. 

“©ua \®¤µuõ¯[PÎÀ EÒÍ ‰h|®¤UøPPøÍz uß |»zvØS¨ £¯ß£kzvU 

öPõÒÍ ÷Ásk®” GßÖ Aºzu \õìvµ® Á¼²ÖzxQÓx. Aµ\ß }v©õÚõP C¸UP 

÷Ásk® GßÖnºzxQÓx ]»¨£vPõµ®. EÚx öÁsöPõØÓUSøh öÁ°ø» 

©øÓ¨£uØPÀ». Si©UPÐUS A¸Ò ÁÇ[Q Põ¨£uØPõS®7 GßQÓx ¦Ó|õÞÖ.

 Si©UPÒ ÷£õØÖ®£i¯õP Bm] ¦›¯ ÷Ásk®. AÁºPøÍz uõ#¨¦¼ 

ußSmiø¯U Põ¨£x÷£õÀ ©UPøÍU PõUP ÷Ásk®. |õiÁ¸® ¦»ÁºPøÍ Bu›zxU 

Pø» ÁÍº¨£x |À»x. \õß÷ÓõºPÒ TÖ® AÔÄøµ²hß |h¨£x ]Ó¨¦zu¸®. 

CÆÁõÖ ÁÀ»sø©²øh¯, ö\[÷Põø»²øh¯ Kº Aµ\Ûß |õk _ÁºUPzvÝ® 

]Ó¨£õÚuõS® GßÖ Aµ\Úx ö\¯ÀvÓ® SÔzx ÂÁ›zx® SÔ¨¦nºzv²®  
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ö\ÀQßÓÚ \[PC»UQ¯¨ ¦Ó¨£õhÀPÒ £». GÚ÷Á, CÁØÔ¼¸¢x £søh¯ 

Aµ\õ[P©õÚx Aµ\Ûß JÊUPzvØS® }izu Pmk¨£õmiØS©õÚuõP C¸¨£øuU 

Põn•iQÓx.

Aø©a\ºPÒ

 |õmiß C¯UPzøu AÀ»x \‰Pzvß C¯UPzøuz öu›¢x Auß ÷£õUøPz 

wº©õÛUS® vÓß Aµ\ß öPõsi¸¨¤Ý® Azwº©õÚ[PøÍ {ÖzxÁuØS 

AÁÝUS A¸¢xøn¯õP C¸¨÷£õº Aø©a\ºPÒ. Auß Põµn©õP÷Á AÁºPÒ 

“A¸¢vÓÀ Aø©a\ºPÒ” GÚ¨£mhÚº. “©¢v›PÒ CßÔ Aµ\ß GÆÂu©õÚ µõä¯U 

(Aµ_) Põ›¯[PøÍ¨ £ØÔ²® B÷»õ]UPU Thõx” GßQÓ AÍÂÀ Aø©a\ºPÒ 

Aµ\õ[PzvÀ •UQ¯zxÁ® ö£ØÓÁºPÍõP øÁUP¨£mkÒÍÚº.

 Aø©a\º öuõhUPU Põ»zvÀ Aµ\Ûß |s£ºPÍõPÄ®, EÓÂÚºPÍõPÄ®, 

Ehß ö\À£ÁºPÍõPÄ® C¸¢v¸UP»õ®. BÚõÀ, AÁºPÒ Aµ\Ûß |®¤UøPUS 

EP¢÷uõº Gß£vÀ ÷ÁÖ P¸zx C¸UP •i¯õx. Aø©a\º £ØÔ,

A¢unõÍºUS Aµ_ ÁµÄ Cß÷Ó8 

GßQÓõº öuõÀPõ¨¤¯º.

 Aø©a\º {ø»²® ÷\Úõ£v {ø»²® ö£ØÓ A¢unµºPÐUS Aµ\º ußø©²® 

}UP¨£hõx. ALuõÁx ©¢v› ¦÷µõQuÚõQ¯ ÁÈUöPõi²® Søh²®, PÁ›²® uõ¸® 

•u»õ°ß Aµ\µõÀ ö£ØÖ AÁ÷µõk ußø©¯µõQ C¸zuÀ GßQÓõº CÍ®§µnº. 

CÆÁõÖ TÓ¨£k® Aø©a\ºPÒ SÔzx® AÁºPÐUS® Aµ\õ[PzvØS® Aµ_ 

©ØÖ® Aµ\ÝUS® EÒÍ öuõhº¤øÚU PsknºÁx C[S¨ ö£õ¸zu©õP C¸US®. 

Aø©a\ºPÒ I®ö£¸[SÊÂ¾® Gs÷£µõ¯zv¾® C¸¢uÚº GßQßÓÚº. Aø©a\øÚ 

EøÇ C¸¢uõß9 GßQÓõº ÁÒÐÁº. C¢u Aø©a\›ß SnÂ¯À¦PÒ £ØÔ ÁÒÐÁº 

TÖÁx EØÖ ÷|õUPzuUPx.

£øh

 £søhU Põ»z uªÌa \‰P® ÷£õº {øÓ¢uuõS®. Aa\‰Pzv¼¸¢u J¸ SÊ ©ØÓ  

SÊÂÚ›hª¸¢x AÀ»x J¸ |õk ©ØÓ |õmihª¸¢x u[PÒ “ÁõÌÁõuõµ[PÍõÚ 

B{øµPøÍ¨ £õxPõ¨£uØS®, ÁõÌÁõuõµ[PøÍU PÁºÁuØS®” GzuÛUQßÓ 

u¸n[PÎÀ §\ÀPÒ |øhö£ØÔ¸UQßÓÚ. {»zøu Â›Ä£kzx® Bø\°À, 

“Aµ]À uß E›ø©ø¯ {ø»|õmh •¯ÀQßÓ÷£õx”. “Aµ_›ø©ø¯U øP¨£ØÓ 

ÂøµQßÓ÷£õx”, “¤Óº ußøÚ CPÌ¢u÷£õx uÚx BØÓø» ö©#¨¤US® 

ö£õ¸mk GÊQßÓ÷£õx”, “©PmöPõøh ©Özu÷£õx” J¸ SÊøÁa ÷\º¢u ÃµºPÒ 

u[PÐUSÒ÷Í u[PÒ Ãµzøu {ø»|õmk® •øÚ¨¤À Dk£k®÷£õx” ÷£õºPÒ 

|øhö£ØÖÒÍÚ. ÷©¾®, CøÁ ÷£õºa`Çø» E¸ÁõUSÁuØPõÚ Põµn[PÍõPÄ® 

C¸UQßÓÚ Gß£x AÔ¯¨£kQÓx.

 C¨÷£õºPÒ öuõßÖöuõmk {PÌ¢x Á¸Áx. E»Pzx C¯ØøP, ALöuõßÖ® 

¦v¯uÀ» GßÓ P¸x÷PõÒPÒ ÷©÷»õ[Qa ö\¯Ø£mk C¸¢xÒÍÚ Gß£øu,

J¸ÁøÚ J¸Áß Aku¾® öuõø»u¾®

¦xÁußÔÆ Ä»Pz v¯ØøP10
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GßÝ® £õh»iPÒ öu›ÂUQßÓÚ. GÚ÷Á, ÷£õº Gß£x Kº Aµ_ E¸ÁõUPa 

`Ç¼À C¯À£õÚ JßÓõP C¸¢v¸UQßÓx. £søhU Põ» Aµ]¯¼À ÷£õøµ 

{PÌzxÁuØS¨ £øhz ÷uøÁ CßÔ¯ø©¯õuøÁ¯õP C¸¢v¸UQßÓx.

öuõS¨¦øµ

 Aµ]¯À GßÝ® ö\õÀ¼ØSz uªÌ APµõvPÒ, uªÌ {PskPÒ ÷£õßÓøÁ 

u¸® ö£õ¸ÒPÒ GkzuõÍ¨£mk ÂÍUP¨£mkÒÍÚ. Aµ]¯À Gß£x SÔzx 

APµõvPÒ TÖ® öuÎÄ£kzu¨£mkÒÍx. SÔ¨¦PÎß Ai¨£øh°À \•uõ¯zvß 

÷uõØÓ® SÔzx ÂÍUP¨£mkÒÍx. \•uõ¯z ÷uõØÓzvß £›nõ© ÁÍºa]°À 

Eøhø©a ]¢uøÚ°ß uø»ö¯k¨¦¨ £ØÔU TÓ¨£mkÒÍx. Aµ\õ[PzvÀ 

A[P[PÍõP C¸US® Aµ\ß, Aø©a\ß, ©UPÒ öuõSv. £øh, Aµs, ö£õ¸Î¯À 

SÔzx GkzxøµUP¨£mkÒÍx. Aµ\õ[Pzvß A[P[PÒ SÔzxz öuõÀPõ¨¤¯®, 

\[P C»UQ¯®, BÒ÷Áõº £øPÁºPÍõP {øÚzuÁºPÎhª¸¢x uß C¸¨ø£z 

uUPøÁzxU öPõÒÍ •øÚQßÓ •¯Ø]PÐ®, A÷u÷£õ» BÒ÷Áõøµ ÃÌzxÁuØPõP  

©ØöÓõ¸ \õµõº GkUQßÓ •¯Ø]PÐ® Aµ]¯Ø£õØ£k® GßÖ TÓ¨£kQÓx. ©ßÚß 

ö\[÷PõÀ ÁøÍ¯õx Bm] ¦›¢uuõÀ }v {ø»ö£Ö®, ©øÇ ö£õÈ²®, ÷PõÒPÒ 

{ø» v›¯õx ©UPÒ |»•ÖÁº GßÓ |®¤UøP £søhzuªÇºPÎh® öÁSÁõP 

C¸¢xÒÍÚ.

\õßöÓs ÂÍUP®

1. A¨xÀ µS©õß, P®£Ûß Aµ]¯À ÷Põm£õk, £. 12.

2. ÷©»x, £. 42.

3. \.S¸\õª, \[PPõ» ÷£õº Aµ]¯À ö|Ô•øÓPÒ, •øÚÁº £mh B#÷Ák, £.31. 
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