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Military Administration of the Cholas as Gleaned From
The Middleval Tamil Incriptions
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Abstract

PadaigudiKool Ministry Natparan Aarum
Udaiyaan Arasaru Lee Ru (Kural :381)
An Army, People, Wealth, Ministry, Friends
and Forts these six things who owns them
all a lion lives amid the kings (kural : 381)

As mentioned above, the strength
of a king is primarily based on the mighty
army he possesses. During the Middle Ages,
especially during the Cholas period, there
wereregiments like the Valangai Velaikkaras,
Ildangai, valangai. Although the king acts
as the head of a nation's forces, each force
has its own commanding officers. They are
known as Senapati or Senapati. The leader
of a regiment is known as the headman ,
Dandanayakam or Mahadandanayakam.
Governments have maintained various
types of armies such as infantry, elephants,
cavalry, and naval forces. They have gone
by sea and taken possession of the neighbor
hoods. Not only the kings but also the trade
groups maintained troops with archers to
support the government and guard the trade.
This article study on their army management
as revealed through inscriptions.
Keywords: Army, Valangai — Idangai,
Velaikkaarar, Thandanayagam,
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Comypir uaLaEnbd Qaubbhé Fpiyaenb

Cenyismgy Cloummé FHiysSmar 9&isemw QOWsSEiESsmaad: 61snen@
APwrd. GCariser CUBOUMCSMOCUDBBESETT. &0 GC5884860 wl @O
SO 5G ClE@TLY UM QW BS S 0T 84S ClURW UM SMmaTO QUMD KBS BG6TTe)
SLUSLHG BVEBIMS, 8070 Cuaan BrESaf 0 $0g 9 CFmwuw)d GHUBSS WSk bS G,
Ceny 08 FMEs6sn% Brogyadsamard QUDikhBS/Mme) 6aaiug) 61gafey.

(PSVTO BITRITRET $CQW SEHME I1RITLAVVISSEDG S$8WsSS T Conppn@
565148 G B aES% 6T 610Uy FOUTYS S U Qb UTGCHITEIS T 61T L 6UQPMAISUCTOTE WM W
SGREFTRYT @oTRITLaVeIISSS SHO6CIVCE Qeunmns SPOSECEpg “Cogommaeud
UNGITQ WAS@EU W OBIC®E ThS CISI@TC. UL IIMRSaTY® Cl%TES4 6luneicfeT
Farrseno Gundieflsar Sweunussmserd’ (SIL, volll, 1) Guafed Qeumnl'oQummy
2 Wk @1 SBOUCU@TRY CT6TILY WGETRIISHEEO GMBO L®MUMET Coucry.s6lsmmr®
somfgms CleqysSuwerarcrd. (SII, volll, 64) “epCoukgCauamnredr S@Tem6T 2 e wort
ub  0n006CsuG  CHaGuCunfed eagmSwl oo GadIYy S ShafasGsG
VGG S1EV° S SipICsH VNBVGSD APGSTTVY %S Cowg FrapsSw wdbIeIT
FEWAGVIW GGG Cl%TEMOWGT (POPUSD (PFVITO BITRINNET RETUG BVCFD
U IS @mesCls T ®E CSINSQ.EG17 66T ClEWSUTmT (900000) &ipaC s OABVd
Gl @i 161y UGFUTYeTaT SH6BIRTC BlOaPuUSeYeTaT S6f bE%0 QR6ETLY SPOSCENS)
(EL vol. XVL,no. 11,pp. 73 - 75). @G4Gune) &mapsSwwaiaet afordssmear wgwno 8raConss
Careit wCsHBELIHFUD CHMPHSQGg) CIPWAVSOUGD FHIC.QUMOMW SABICS OTBMO
0GB S 1S USYeen CansoGamaveuai GCHaus'gyeas Sa6lwC BSHGPOS@EDS. (S,
vol.V, no. 1352)
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STVGSV ClpFUAMISMTYD *“ &5&CHIMT CIBILY SI®PSSOCUMMYCTEGIT. ) 6TT6)
Conpi S00Eg) ®SECHINISH6 ClpFa CFUWSSDSITT SAGILYSHAT QD6 T@TH M
Gugn. e1. &0UTTWEY.
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v igmos  SPOUSHSG Coumaésiari Gy @b CSICh  (PSVTD
800900961 SIVECISICE SaT0CUDEDS). 3 O S00ESCCEEMDS (1179) DG
BCOCluUMFLmN. UVEIMS Couamamssngd, @Cmms Coumamssnri, Fapgard Guasip
Gheferi @460 L wQuMmysIaTeDIi.

ComUOUBO @b SPUETC L SMVESMS (seson - Couenar) 0w oviser GC&ieay
CEWWORUDPBSHSHVTO. OWG T5(165G ABFCUCW BBig isG UngSTiy
S0 Yfw vafaw Con6lsran® CHmuIUEG Caumamuiia) SEISAT 2 WMIW b ISi55055
Swnsw QWS phéSTo. @S@TeD B6Uiis e CoUamaTd:sniis e 16T 9mYss U GlumnibéHmmod
aeiyy Guondfwi. 6. &Ougrwey GPOSEEGIMG. LQUEIMSUIYD BEGMmSW QI
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MmOy ClEWOUC BUBS/MMS). CUAVGTRTLY®UTD Coumamssnr S6lw @ 616Tm
REILY S@ICW UGS MUSSOCIUMNMYNTNSG). SMSTO ClUKOUGTOT TGN 'S MIem WUy !
SIGGT & OB Wit CIFTE G ®WOS@MGTU UNGyS18:G 0 QUL UMmU Couenarésnific® SuwHi
0STISN08S) (PSBTWWI GFUTET 2 S)(BAT PTUSGT BAWSHIART OGS PV
ABTUCT YWd&F FVCITE FaQuSBhg CoUMmMESTT T WIVUMmPSd BUClUMmImuU
QRIS GTETL].

Coumaés1aiSEIS6N 0S55S04MG 0. C.@ (CUBOUML)SIUISEECBTSHMGESTCVTESS)
QOCUAMYOMU GHIYGTNEIT . &6ha& QUMW Csmuis) %66l . Q60 Ben&s S emaVEH TSI, 6T
UVGBO UVBIMS Coumassnari ey Jearelarr Bt sammdelugydaimed. /. Si9Hw
Corg6lsFpg wwmms Casmeassnaficd Lwnret Snsf 2. saadfw Lsnomlils C8FES
VVE®S GCoummssnifiared S48 oIl USSUNFW BT ClukOUTVTCEITT UL
IS GG,  UVEIMS CUMOTESTIT, IQYCFTY STYSSHGET CIEIY SCUA%HMS)
Quwiiger 8sm&é Faaimngd (S, vol.ll,no.66). @bGwmer Cuai g %remsafe)
Bovisar GCamulieh poualsaflsh) umCsHinouir Cumed o 6rarsy.
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8a/Cr rrgmyeul UM UG SO SF&NF. QUUGaT Conwi aESN (PG6D
S1VESCCES G Clgr1 8850 wmgu'ed 0 BCw SnaroClumySns). Boismrdd AESS
BDVUTD “G@TCHIWSHG” TG UGS 2 gy, Ca@nSud ugaIUF “ Trow” vl Lo QuppaGCy
550 B OQupmTIMeIi. Ce@InSuEs e Cunismmsafic) 905G UMLBLES 2 Ga g T
SITSASOGET  YDO@IHW GTHEY UL  BETCISTODCS®AMUYD  UPHEIBUGTITCIF.  FEhDF
Bonorgdaveusss Fmmyorafmsmw qEUSTSSwI it Hwapeaudt iy Csardud
Qyeuani. @eui Fgognwet 6y U@ Qumm Famoeurd 6.
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SFsafwns “ s@nCprwsd” QFwaul i QCE Qwngs BIr@yasSne Sameert
“Coarndud’’ gy 6eunii.
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CouadgSmsns FfQWnss SIosisa oSiydw Bomsmear afggemeri. BnBamsear
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SO BIHMITQ BT M OUGFUTOB5CS BSGmSW Bs ST S6T S6066UC B 66D
SO0 BETTIN 6. Hi(h Y TTCHUITW(HS:S P&OTY FPW 9T&56T Fafwns 9% S ClFWG 6.
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S rCHUITWi ST0GSCVCW B BTW (T S0 616811y GluWMC B SIMPSSOULC .
BOWEST VNG ITSHEST DU UMCSNMUSSME:G WYRISGOCUNDH ClUWINS®.
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UM GSMTUGS T ST&(H W UM Glw@BOYSaTed Qlukw Cleumniemwd QUMIYSS kG GTaTeIA.
UV CaHalamcsmar (28)8 §&i4g ClUBOGUNImWS &aFESS/MMGIT. 2 90 HWOUGHIT
2 D WAT SAVESW OATAW BAWEST OEHEEFSTVWME, (SHOUCL @IV, BVESMISH®IWI
vl a0, 050nE0UC @O CuraTy BCMmSaf) 2 aaT CHICMHMME §5148 FOYUITWDT
Cloumnis Glaaeor@erenceri. $06UC Q60 @BS Brwssi Cuni yfipg afg0 Clukmowns
SPOECOCUDIYTS).
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B sTVG SOYSE Sepd YMOOSD WVEMS BLmmSO  FRaFrd
GO ES58 UGUETINEE F%DbG/Meari. Qaiser GCEampmo &n'éss Clgafeumst
SNBIPYS6T Q. sFsnm) Csneeat $mvsded Cgradifwsns Csafads ClFWw s er
o _GIMe. QUAIS6T GEISEESS 6T HQ&&5Q YFOC @ Whg/emei. @aiseaT e ks d
BOCEUDY YFUSMEaT TFFCO Cleainy (PoMUSCE 6oy ClumMPd) VOUSSD
R JFfarro 8Ciussd @b FFfafaiwmo Batgy pompuS@ai. BSaImed) &tk
WUUSSW  BEIPUT UVEI®S BTG QCOUss® E@Ipai QL mms I Y
DYESOCUMT BRSSO 6I60T KIS SBISTBMIF. SH06IUCEHaTD  Govisern
Conpi &nwdFOBECE  sramlClupySaipeti. GCompi SaWESH0N v O Fa %S
Brts) FRWHSHT SOVESW Fn80 GFeSMS: WUaTIBS SFePpHdSe) UM OMPMMEISH®ETUD
Yol Esmeamu)d  6lewgaTeneu.
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YEFCOSH GBS S TG HTITEISENT &606I6UC BS6T GPIOGCaFDme. UVEImSU FHalerms
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SHISH GG UPMEISHUCIUMT®DOMUWS %ot ORTY YPHRBWSTUGTE B mamsl Shalsrt
VRSO GFafa1mC T 4&aish AUl ot 6rs Gs.Cs. Feramen &b uyemenrid.
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wmms Cumyun@ SGpésmaimwd 4iss GCouamng SpauamranTomauisd afowyud

sblip LessTLIN (H) HHD Gevdhdlur @purelsh ugsn 91



D6V 4 Qs 2 parbLIl 2024

BLVQSEDS  TERSLOTNTT. UVBIMSWET CUDPBSSGO &M, Saa®, wWrTmGT,
snwgd Guneap Fpiyfmosmer QCmams JFS@®wsS0 afggeerni. @wkiSayd
Boismmcw &ismesar 6GnCing) Qubhg HS/GTTGT. SIFWGTITGT 2 6 W
Y CLEUD ClG@@ITiSHIE UGS WVRIMS, LLMBMS FEFTOUSHOT 4 YaBs6T
ClgaCing Luvrrg/aamear. @F0 v o Wid CogmsErw GHul Baag).

BICQET Qb FV UGSF ST wmd SFafamrsE 0C B0 FQYMmS UWMEIS U GTICTCIL.
FRGLYrO, SMGFYTISSD WIPHG ®SSCHIMISEMRSG Fh&, UDVSG GCurep
SIS ST UPRISUCIUMIYGTATET. Q61160 QUPSWOUL QR VUPRIGUULIVD. (UQYFVOUC Q.60
VIPBE E&ECHINT (PGSBS S BIFQYMSSHGT 1485 Q6D UWEISUCUMMYGTETGT).
“&8Canmisar “masCHrar WGIK6T qRIY© SIMmPSSOUC @i, Gaiserd euTD
Canar Clamawn@ sawamC WS C IpiseT iy S;kGURumYBEIH6IT. CHSHmenmiseafe
Boviser Clpsag6lgngaman Cwn6lsnwor@eaTets.

aafsgyssafdr dyiuaLsdr
oFiSHaT OCROE UMISSSYSSO SEISES6IH0T FoICW UMCHDETU
vonofggememeri.  §EQ  UEISE PSS EH6T Sofgg0nmgy)  LBEIMMYCIT

V@S GQPSSMTSGO. L&Y SmswnuSosg) LbmIMmmed, ug6larme fmaguwd,
Jruengs Fwit GIBILY UITMS SIP&HSOCUMMYGTNTETT. BISMBW GGG S WSS 6T
SmSOIET  SMUQYS6CIEET  Wrs6laag, afadod  (paeIadnd,  6lsnmiseen, Cumein
v pigamer QU BBESS. Beisars6laar aIgGamsear (6q.&0u0gmwey, C&m.2. Us.
571)700C @ GIBIS6T SI0VG aITOUC QRIEIS®MUO GHUESSWETMS) QFMHS 6T
SNEQVRISEBD (505G HOCSHDIP6T.

duajay

EREI) SImOWwng) 2 WG TETIUG) CUT UMCUIBTN SI®OWTS ST QUGN
ITSET UaTTELFUTD UM ST BRBIWmOWNSO UMISTHUYGTOTEIF. U 905 6T 68T
FP&8650 QOUMCHCNT SIT@TOTGO. UNO SEBPW HTSGS6T SMVSSD UM MW
pLéSSw SmudsGar HCFPmws @S&OuDPWw BSPSOT UIVIDIED U@, Qb
055G FHMosismnsadnsCsni SmVMO HYIPET UG GETYO Cung SITBFCW
W& OUPI@T . B 6160607 CUITSFHERS G © ClUMBHEID. VTS0 FMwWwnGns: ok eUmeT
SITFHSHET 2. VMS Y@ a6y Cugrsnarg) QUumsafiet el wUSaTTaST6T 6168TUS)
8o Bmg wPwns 6lgafeunsds6lummyeams).
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