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Ancient Literature in the Light of Epistemology

Abstract
	 Ancient literature is a great treasury 
of Tamil society.  Through new approaches 
appearing in the world of literature, new light 
is shed on them and new views are obtained.  
In this way, the theory of epistemology is also 
worth noting here. Thinking can bring about 
many changes in the human world even today. 
It is necessary for us to think in the field of 
epistemology of knowledge just as we think in 
the field of science. The beginning of knowledge 
research is the knowledge of starting to search 
for ideas that need to be known based on the 
ideas that man knows. In that way, even though 
the ancient literature was developed based on 
sentiment, it cannot be denied the intelligence 
of the Tamil community in them. This review paper 
is a small attempt to explore such intelligence 
through epistemology.
Keywords: Epistemology, Particular is 
universal, Elements of knowledge, Normative 
Knowledge, Empirical Knowledge, True 
Knowledge, Brilliance of illusion Literature.
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	 öuõhUP Põ» \‰PzvÀ ©Ûu CÚ® uÚx ÁõÌÂ¯ø»z  uPÁø©zxU 

öPõÒÍÄ® Aa_Özx® ¦Óa`ÇÀPÎÀ C¸¢x ußøÚU PõzxU öPõÒÍÄ® ]¢vUP 

öuõh[Q¯ Ch÷© AÔÂß ÷uõØÖÁõ# GÚU öPõÒÍ»õ®. ©ÛuÝUS® ]®£ß]US® 

Cøh°À Cµsk ÂÊUPõk ©µ£q ÷ÁÖ£õkuõß Â»[Q¼¸¢x ©ÛuÚõP ©õÔ¯ 

£s¦ Ÿv¯õÚ £õ#a\ø»U SÔUQÓx Cx J¸ £øh¨£õÎ¯õÀ {øÓ÷ÁØÓ¨£hÂÀø» 

©õÓõP EhÀ EøÇ¨¤ß ‰»©õP ‰øÍ°ß ÁÍºa]¯õÀ {øÓ÷ÁØÓ¨£mhx 1 GÚ 

B»ß Åmì SÔ¨¤kQÓõº.

	 ©ÛuøÚ ¤Ó E°›¼¸¢x C¸¢x ¤›zxU PõmhU Ti¯x ]¢vzx 

ö\¯À£hUTi¯ AÔÁõØÓÀ BS®. CzuøP¯ AÔÄ ©Ûu›h® GÆÁõÖ ÷uõßÔ¯x? 

GuÚõÀ? Hß? G¨£i? GuØS? Gß£Ú ÷£õßÓ ÷PÒÂPÐUS Âøh AÎUS® ÁøP°À 

AÔ¯¨£kÁx AÔÄz÷uõØÓÂ¯À GÚU TÓ»õ®.

	 ]¢uøÚ°À öuõhUPzv÷»÷¯ ÷Põm£õk E¸ÁõPÂÀø» ©õÓõP AÔö¯õnõU 

öPõÒøP GÚ¨£kQÓ ‘\®\¯Áõu®’ ö£õ¸Ò •uÀÁõu® ©ØÖ® P¸zx •uÀÁõu® 

CÁØÔØS Cøh°À {ø» öPõÒÍ •i¯õ©À uÂzu {ø»°À ÷uõßÔ¯x 

AÔÄz÷uõØÓÂ¯À (Epistemology) Gß£º. CuøÚ uzxÁzvß uõ# GÚÄ® TÖÁº. 

uzxÁ® ÷uõßÖÁuØS •ß¦ C¸¢u ]¢uøÚ £ØÔ¯ B#÷Á AÔÄz÷uõØÓÂ¯À  BS®. 

	 AÔÄ £ØÔ Bµõ¯U Ti¯ AÔÂ¯À B#Ä “AÔÄz÷uõØÓÂ¯À”. Cx 

SÔzx G®.i. •zxUS©õµ_Áõª ¤ßÁ¸©õÖ ÂÍUSQÓõº AÔÄ JÊ[Pø©¨¦PÒ 

AøÚzx÷© ö©õÈU Pmk©õÚ[PÒ Gß£÷uõk AøÁ ©Ûu ©ÚzvÀ |ÚÄ {ø»°¾® 

|ÚÁØÓ {ø»°¾® uÛzuÛ¯õP÷Áõ Cøn¢u ö\¯À£kQßÓÚ Gß£uøÚ²®  

÷\ºzx |õ® AÔ¢x öPõÒÍ ÷Ásk®. CÆÁõÖ ö\¯À£kQßÓ AÔÄ JÊ[Pø©PÎß 

Ai¨£øh {ø»¨£õkPøÍz öuõSzx AÔÄz÷uõØÓÂ¯À Bµõ#a] öuõh[SQÓx. 

2 GßÓ SÔ¨¦ u¸QÓõº. CzuøP¯ AÔÄ ÷uõØÓÂ¯ø» ÂÍUS® •¯Ø]°À uªÌ 

C»UQ¯  \õßÖPÎß ÁÈ CUPmkøµ Bµõ¯ •Ø£kQÓx.

	 AÔÄ ÷uõØÓ® Gß£x ChzvØS Ch® xøÓUSz xøÓ ©ÛuØS ©Ûuº 

©õÖ£hUTi¯x. BÚõÀ AÔÂÀ ÷uõØÓ® Gß£x {ø»¨£kzu¨£mh Aø©¨¦. 

¦»ÝnºÄ ©ØÖ® ¦ÓzvÀ öuõhº¦ öPõÒÐ® ö£õ¸Îß Ai¨£øh°¾® AÝ£ÁzvÀ 

	

	 Ai¨£øh°¾® ÷ÁÖ£hUTi¯x. ÂgbõÚ xøÓ°À ö\¯À£k® AÔÄ®  

\mhzxøÓ°À ö\¯À£k® AÔÄ® ÷ÁÖ£mh ÁøP°Úx.  BÚõÀ Ax ÷uõßÔ¯ AÔÄ 

÷uõØÓ® Gß£x {ø»¨£kzu¨£mh Aø©¨ø£ Eøh¯x. 

	 uªÌ C»UQ¯[PøÍ Bµõ¯¨ ¦S•ß¦ öuõÀPõ¨¤¯zøu Ai¯ØÔ ö\À» 

÷Ási¯x AÁ]¯©õQÓx. HöÚÛÀ C»UQ¯zøuU ÷Põm£õhõP ö\õÀ¾® C»UPn 

¡À. E»QÀ EÒÍ ¤Ó ÷Põm£õmk ¡ÀPÐhß J¨¤køP°À AøÁ J÷µ J¸ ÁiÁ® £ØÔ 

÷£_® ̀ Ç¼À öuõÀPõ¨¤¯÷©õ C»UQ¯ ÁøPPÒ £ØÔ²® AP® ¦Ó® £ØÔ²® ÂÁ›zx® 

TÖ® ¡»õP EÒÍx.
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	 {»•® ö£õÊx® E»QÀ ö£õxø©¨£kzu¨£mk  C¸¢u {ø»°À Aøu £s£õmk¨ 

ö£õxø©¯õUQ   ©ø», Põk, Á¯À, PhÀ, £õø» GÚÄ® ö£¸®ö£õÊx GÚÄ® ]Öö£õÊx 

GÚÄ® ÁSzux  öuõÀPõ¨¤¯zvß AÔÄz÷uõØÓÂ¯¾UPõÚ ]Ö GkzxUPõmhõS®. 

÷©¾® C»UQ¯® SÔzu C»UPn[PøÍ Â©º\Úz÷uõk •ßøÁzu |©US QøhUS® 

•ußø©¯õÚ C»UPn ¡À Gß£x® PÁÛUPzuUP JßÓõS® Gß£øu •ßÛÖzv 

]» C»UQ¯a \õßÖPøÍU Põn»õ®.

v[PÐ® vPÌÁõß Hºu¸®; CªÌ }º¨

ö£õ[Svøµ¨ ¦n›²® £õk KÁõ÷u;

J¼ ]Ó¢x Ju•® ö£¯¸®: ©¼¦ÚØ

£À§[ PõÚÀ •ÒC»z uõøÇ

÷\õÖö\õ¼ Søh°ß T®¦•øP AÂÇ,

ÁÎ£µ¢x Fmk® ÂÎÄCÀ |õØÓö©õk

ø©°¸® £øÚªø\¨ ø£u» E¯Ä®

AßÔ¾® Gß¦Ó |µ¾®; AßÔ

ÂµÀPÁº¢x EÇ¢u PÁºÂß |À¯õÌ

¯õ©® E#¯õø© QßÓx

Põ©® ö£›÷u PøÍb÷µõ C»÷µ!  			   (|ØÔøn 335)

Gß£vÀ v[PÐ® vPÊ® ÁõÚzvÀ ÷uõßÖQßÓx. Ph¾® ö£õ[S® Aø»÷¯õk 

J¼UQÓx. PhÀ }¸® J¼ ªS¢xU Pøµø¯ Eøhzx¨ ¦Ó¨£kQÓx. uõøÇ²®, 

{µ®¤¯ }øµ²® £» §UPøÍ²øh¯ PhØPøµa ÷\õø»°À •ÒÐøh¯ Cø»ø¯U 

öPõshx. ÷\õÖ Gkzxa ö\õ›²® AP¨ø£¨ ÷£õ»U T®¤¯ A¸®¦ ©»º¢x 

|Ö©nzøuU PõØÔÀ Ã_QÓx. PõØÖ, ÂÎÂÀ»õu ©nz÷uõk P›¯ ö£›¯ £øÚ°À 

÷©õxQÓx. AßÔÀ £ÓøÁ¯õÚx A¨£øÚ ©µzvß Ea]°¼¸¢x Á¸zuzxhß 

xß¦ØÖ; Gß £UPzx Á¢x G¾®¦ E¸PU PzxQÓx. |À» ̄ õÌ, Âµ»õÀ Áõ]UP¨£kÁx 

¯õ©® Áøµ Áõ]UP¨£kQÓx. Gß Põ©®, CøÁ¯õÁØÔ¾® ö£›uõQÓx. GßÝ® £õh¼À 

uÛ©Ûu AÝ£Á©õÚ uø»ÁøÚ ¤›¢x Áõk® uø»Â°ß x¯øµ C¯ØøP°ß 

‰»[PÍõÚ Pøµø¯ EøhUS® PhÀ §UPÎß {µ®¤ ÁÈ²® }º PõØÔÀ P»¢x 

Ã_® ÂÎÂÀ»õ |Ö©n® AßÔÀ £ÓøÁ°ß TÄ® SµÀ ̄ õÈß Kø\CøuÂh ö£¸Q 

Á¸® uø»Â°ß Põ©® uø»Áß CßÔ C¸¨£uõÀ ö£¸® x¯øµ GvºöPõÒÍ ÷|ºQÓx. 

uÛ©Ûu EnºøÁ C¯ØøP ö©õÈ÷¯õk P»¢x Â›QßÓ AÝ£Á©õÚx ö£õxø©¨ 

£kzu¨£mk Particular is universal GßÓ AÔÄz÷uõØÓÂ¯À {ø»¨£õmiøÚU öPõsk 

vPÌQÓx. A¢uµ[Pzøua ö\xUQ C¯ØøP°ß ö©õÈ¯õUQ u¸®÷£õx Ax E»P 

ö©õÈ¯õQ ÂkQÓx.

	 “¯õx® F÷µ ̄ õÁ¸® ÷PÎº” GÝ® Po¯ß §[SßÓÚõ›ß Á›PÒ Enºzx® 

AÔÁõÚx ©Ûu \‰P® E¸ÁõÚ ChzvØS |®ø© Cmka ö\ÀQÓx. GÆÁõÖ GÛÀ 

©Ûu CÚ® ÷uõßÖ® •ß¦ §ª C¸¢u {ø» ö£õxÁõÚuõS®. ¤ß¦ ©Ûuß ÷uõßÔ 

uÚU÷PØÓÁõÖ Aøu ¤›zx ö£¯›mk AøÇzx  uÛ Ehø©¯õUQ öPõshõß. 

BÚõÀ SßÓÚõ›ß Á›PÒ §ª°À ©Ûu ÷uõØÓ® E¸ÁõÚx ÷£õx C¸¢u 

{ø»ø¯ P¸zvÀ öPõsk GÊu¨£mhx GßÓ ÷|õUS Elements of knowledge GßÓ 

AÔÄz÷uõØÓÂ¯¼ß ©ØöÓõ¸ TøÓ Gkzx TÖÁuõP EÒÍx.
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CßÚõx A®© CÆÄ»P®

	 CÛ¯ PõsP Auß C¯À¦nº¢÷uõ÷µ (¦Ó®&164) GßÝ® Á›PÒ ©Ûu \‰P® 

uõß ÁõÌÁuØPõP Pmhø©zu öPõÒøPPÐ® ÷Põm£õkPÐ® ©ØÖ® ÁõÌÂ¯À 

•øÓPÐ® Põ»® ö\À» ö\À» ©Ûu \‰Pzvß PÊzøu÷¯ ö|›US® {ø»US 

Cmka ö\ßÓx. Cøu Enº¢÷u £USkUøP |ßPo¯õº ©Ûu \‰P©õÚx u[PÍx 

P¸zxUPÍõÀ E¸ÁõUP¨£mh \‰P® GÚ÷Á Aøu uÛ÷¯ JxUQÂmk C¯ØøP 

AÎzu E»øP ÷|õUQÚõÀ C¯Àø£ Enº¢x CÛø©¯õÚ ÁõÌøÁ ÁõÇ»õ® 

GßÝ® P¸zx® Normative Knowledge Gß£øuU SÔUS® AÔÄz÷uõØÓÂ¯¼ß 

©ØöÓõ¸ TÓõS®. E»QÀ |øhö£Ö® {PÌÄPøÍ \› AÀ»x uÁÖ GÚ ©v¨¥k 

ö\#Áx ©v¨¥mhÔÁõS®.

	 AÔÂ¯À xøÓ°À |õ® ]¢v¨£x ÷£õ»÷Á AÔÄ ÷uõØÓÂ¯À xøÓ°¾® |õ® 

C¯UPÂ¯À •øÓ°À ]¢vUP ÷Ási¯x AÁ]¯©õQÓx. PØÓx øP©snÍÄ 

PÀ»õux E»PÍÄ GßÝ® AÔ÷Á AÔÄ Bµõ#a]°À öuõhUP©õP Aø©QÓx.  

\õßÓõP

{»® öuõmk ¦PõAº ÁõÚ® Hµõº

Â»[S C¸ •¢}º Põ¼ß ö\À»õº

|õmiß |õmiß F›ß F›ß

Si•øÓ Si•øÓ ÷u›ß

öPk|¸® EÍ÷µõ |® Põu÷»õ÷µ			   (S.öuõ:130)

C[S uÚx uø»ÁøÚ Põnõu uø»Â E»Qß C¯Àø£²® uÚx ÷uhø»²® 

J¸[÷P Cønzx TÖQÓõÒ.

	 \[PPõ» ÁõÌÂÀ ©Ûuß \möhÚ £¯n® ö\#x J¸ Chzøu Ph¢x ö\À» 

C¯»õx Gß£x AßøÓ¯ ÁõÌÂ¯¼ß {ø» Aøu÷¯ £õh¼À TÖ® ÷ÁøÍ 

{»zøuz ÷uõsi AuÝÒ ¦P©õmhõº; ÁõÚzvÀ HÓ©õmhõº,SÖUQk® ö£›¯ Ph¼À 

Põ»õÀ |h¢x ö\À»õº; |õkPÒ÷uõÖ®, FºPÒ÷uõÖ® Si•øÓPÒ ÷uõÖ® ÷ui¨£õºzuõÀ 

Põnõ©Ø ÷£õÁõ÷µõ |® Põu»º. GÚU TÖQÓõÒ. AßøÓ¯ E»P C¯À¦ (Fact) ©ØÖ® 

AÝ£Á AÔÂß Ai¨£øh°À (Empirical Knowledge) EnºÄ P»¢x TÓ¨£mkÒÍx.

	 ÷©ØPshÁõÖ £søh¯ C»UQ¯zvß JÆöÁõ¸ £õh¾® AÔÄz÷uõØÓÂ¯ø» 

EnºÄ P»¢x öÁÎ¨£kzv²ÒÍø©ø¯U Tº¢x Bµõ²® ö£õÊx AÔ¯ C¯¾QÓx. 

Áõß¦PÌ öPõsh ÁÒÐÁº C¯ØÔ¯ v¸USÓÎ¾® AÔÄ ÷uõØÓÂ¯¿UPõÚ 

TÖPÒ {øÓ¢x PõnU QøhUQßÓÚ.

G¨ö£õ¸Ò ¯õº¯õºÁõ#U ÷Pm¤Ý® A¨ö£õ¸Ò

ö©#¨ö£õ¸Ò Põs£x AÔÄ				   (SÓÒ:423)

GÝ® SÓÒ ö£õ¸m£õ¼À Aµ]¯À GÝ® ¤›Âß RÌ AÔÄøhø© GÝ® AvPõµzvÀ Ch® 

ö£ØÓuõS®. Kº Aµ\ß }v ÁÇ[S® ö£õÊx® Bm] ¦›²® ÷ÁøÍ²® ¤Óº TÖ® P¸zxUPøÍ 

|ßS Bµõ#¢x öuÎÁõÚ •iÄPøÍ GkUP ÷Ásk® Gß£øu CUSÓÒ _mi {ØQÓx. 
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G¨ö£õ¸Ò Gzußø©zx B°Ý® A¨ö£õ¸Ò

ö©#¨ö£õ¸Ò Põs£x AÔÄ 			   (SÓÒ:355)

CUSÓÒ AÓzx¨£õ¼À xÓÁÓÂ¯À GÝ® ¤›Âß RÌ ö©#²nºuÀ GßÝ® 

AvPõµzvÀ EÒÍ SÓÍõS®. xÓÄ ÷©ØöPõsh J¸ ©Ûuº G¢u ö£õ¸øÍ Pshõ¾® 

Aøu PsPÍõÀ Põs£uß ÁÈ Auß ußø©ø¯ •iÄ ö\#¯õx A¨ö£õ¸Îß 

Esø© ußø©ø¯ EnºÁ÷u ö©#¯õÚ AÔÄ GÚU TÖQÓõº.

	 ÷©ØPsh SÓm£õUPÎÀ Esø©¯õÚ AÔøÁ (True Knowledge) PshÔÁx 

AÔÄ GÚU SÔ¨¤k® ÁÒÐÁº Ax xøÓ \õº¢x ©õÖ£k® ußø©°øÚz öuÎÁõP 

ÂÍUQ²ÒÍõº.

	 ¯õº ¯õº Áõ# ÷Pm¤Ý® Gß£vÀ EÒÐnºÄ (Intuition) öPõsk ö\¯À£k® 

AÔÄ ÷uõØÓÂ¯¼ß J¸ TøÓ²® Gzußø© uõ°Ý® Gß£vÀ EÒöÍõÎ  (Brilliance 
of illusion) öPõsk ö\¯À£k® ©ØöÓõ¸ TøÓ²® PshÔ¯ •iQÓx.

	 CÆÁõÖ uªÌ C»UQ¯[PÎÀ £» £õhÀPÎÀ AÔÄz÷uõØÓÂ¯¼ß TÖPÒ 

PõnU QøhUQßÓÚ.AuøÚU PshÔ¢x AÔÄz÷uõØÓÂ¯À öÁÎa\zvÀ Bµõ²® 

ö£õÊx uªÇ›ß AÔÁõº¢u öÁÎ ¦»¨£k® Gß£x® AøÁ |ÃÚ ÁõÌÂ¯¼ß ]UP¼À 

C¸¢x ©ÛuøÚ «möhkUP Ti¯uõP Aø©²® Gß£x® ©ÖUPÂ¯»õu Esø©¯õS®. 
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